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subordinate Kulins themselves, without degrading their
offspring.

"The Kulins are strictly forbidden to receive wives
from families inferior to themselves, with the exception
of the Srotriyas just mentioned. When this rule is
transgressed, although the delinquent himself does not
suffer personally, his kul is said to be broken. He
himself dies, as he was born, in the enjoyment of his
honour; but his offspring forfeit the title, and the glory
of the family becomes tarnished." "Although an un-
equal marriage breaks a person's MI, his immediate
descendants are not classed with common Brahmans ;
for four or five generations the recollections of their
ancestral dignity secures for the sons of a broken Kulin
great honour and distinction. The brightness and lustre
of a noble family are supposed to be incapable of being
tarnished at once and by a single act, though the days
of its glory are numbered, and nothing will restore it to
its primitive greatness. The immediate offspring of
such a family are designated the sons of a Swakrita
bhanga, or self-broken Kulin, and esteemed as inferior
by one step only to the untainted orders. The next
generation is esteemed the third in rank. This gradual
deterioration continues to the fourth and fifth genera-
tions, after which the glory of the family is obscured,
and it sinks to the level of the commonalty." It is now
difficult to find Brahmans of unbroken kul. Many.of
the highest rank are once or twice removed from those
who had this honour.

The law prohibiting the marriage of Kulins with those
of less honourable rank was made to secure the family
purity of this high class ; and in order to become united
to this aristocracy it is considered desirable for a Brah-
man to marry his daughter to a Kulin husband. Not